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Wootton Parish Council would like to thank each and everyone one of you for your unwavering commitment
to support the community during this unprecedented time.

This Community Bulletin was produced to support residents during the lock down phase of the
Government's response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  We hope this Bulletin has kept you entertained but more
importantly feeling like you are part of our community. 

Although life has not fully returned to normal, with the lifting of shielding restrictions, opening of shops, places
of entertainment and schools, and the return of community center newsletter in September this will be the
last issue of the Community Bulletin.

So thank you to you all.   Thank you to the key workers who have relentless and selflessly continued going to
work to keep us safe / well / fed / educated / connected to those who are apart from us.   Thank you to those
who have kept an eye on their neighbours.  Thank you to everyone who embraced the challenges of home
schooling.  Thank you to everyone for adhering to social distancing rules and sacrificing your normal
routines.  Thank you for staying away from family and friends when that was the last thing you wanted to do.  
 Thank you for playing your part in this challenging time.

Finally a big thank you to the Wootton Parish Covid-19 Support Group who have provided a lifeline.   This
team of local volunteers led by Lizzy has helped numerous residents in their time of need and have also
delivered this Bulletin to you.



Anita  ~  Anna  ~  Beth & Josh  ~  Charlotte  ~  Christine  ~  Claire  ~  Cormac  ~  Daniels
~   Davina  ~  Eilidh  ~  Emma  ~  Emma  ~   Emma  ~   Eric  ~  Fay  ~  Francis  ~   Gini   ~
Gwen  ~  Hannah  ~  Harriet  ~  Heidi  ~  Helen  ~   Ian  ~   Jack  ~   Jeanette  ~   Jennie

Jess ~  Jim  ~  Jo  ~  John  ~  John  ~ Judith  ~  Karen  ~  Katerina  ~  Katy  ~ Keri   ~ 
 Laurence  ~ Lizzy  ~  Louise  ~  Mercedes ~  Meriel ~  Monika  ~  Natalie  ~  Patrick  ~ 
 Patsy ~  Rhiannon  ~  Rie  ~  Roger  ~  Sally  ~  Sally  ~  Shirley  ~  Silvia  ~  Steph   ~   Sue  
 ~  Tabitha   ~   Tony  ~   Val  ~  Vanessa  ~   Wendy   ~   Wendy   ~  Yvonne  ~  Zoe  ~   Zoe       

Our group of dedicated volunteers have been invaluable since they formed five months ago.    For almost
half a year they have been ready and waiting to help neighbours who needed support but it is now time for
this support group to close.    The remaining few residents who are continuing to receive support from this
team have been referred to support teams set up by the Vale of White Horse District Council.  

If you need support moving forward then please contact the 
 Vale of White Horse Coronavirus Support team 

There was a young man from Boars Hill,
Who was constantly feeling quite ill
He thought he would die
(which made his Mum cry)
But found his relief in a pill

Have you ever met old fancy Nance?
She was on the stage doing a dance
She slipped and fell down
Made a hole in her gown
And limped away, showing her pants!There was a young woman called Trish

Who tried, for her tea, to cook fish
She found it still frozen
When out of the oven
So now, beans on toast, is her dish

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

List 5 positive things about your life
Which relationships are your grateful for?

What activities do you enjoy?
What are you good at?

What's the best thing that's happened today?
What is your favourite song?

What do you love most about your house?
Where is your favourite place to visit?

01235 422600 
communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/coronavirus-community-support

Wootton Parish Covid-19 Support Team

Thank you Wootton Parish Covid-19 Support Team

Coronavirus Community Support Team

Limericks
by Joyce Stone, Watson Crescent

I am grateful for...



Washing Line Blues
by Charlotte Chamberlain

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

 ‘John, John! She’s pegged out! Cathy’s pegged out already! Look! Don’t turn back over for God’s sake –
look! It’s 8 in the morning – those sheets are almost dry; they must have been out for hours. What time
does she get up for God’s sake? And one’s a pair of jeans, they take hours to dry, especially yours since
you put on that extra bit of padding; it’s the larger seat in them you know that causes the issue. 

Let me look to see if, oh yes, Penny’s pegging out now. Oh lord she saw me, damn, I’ll have to wave back
now… “Yes, morning Penny!” … Blooming woman. Did you ever get that jet washer back off her Geoff? No,
bet you didn’t – she’s still got my tea towel you know; three years she’s had that now! And it’s my favourite
– it’s that Minnie Mouse one we got when we were in that God-awful caravan on holiday that time. Buying
a tea towel was the least of our worries there – place needed fumigating really. I looked up that mould you
know that you found on the back of that sofa cushion – looked very similar to that deadly one; what’s it
called, stachy something – anyone, point is, I never heard back from that caravan place. Do you know I
complained by letter five times! Arrogance of the place – where did you find them anyway? You should
have checked with Michelle if they were a reputable place. You know what happened to her and Steve in
Costa Rica don’t you? Makes my legs shake thinking of it. I don’t think she’ll ever be able to look at a
plastic table cloth and a snorkel in the same way, poor woman. She’s not been out of Bridlington since,
you know. I expect she’s got that stress thingamy; post transic stress I think it’s called. Horrible state of
affairs.

Oh, my lord, would you look at what Penny’s hanging out – those pants aren’t for comfort I tell you! Blimey,
where does that bit go? Is that the back or the front; God, I hope it’s not the front …..

Looks like she’s had another bad night with that grandson of hers; bed sheets are out for the fourth time
this week. I don’t know why she doesn’t take him to the doctor. I suppose she can’t though really, once
they’re eighteen, up to them I expect. She says it’s a drink thing – well, unless he’s spilling his orange juice
each night, I think it’s more than a drink thing! I don’t know why she doesn’t send him back to her
daughter. She may be a recovering alcoholic, but really, I think he’d do much better with her. Would give
Penny’s machine a break for a start; but then it does give her some exercise of a day, and if she’s wearing
those knickers then she clearly needs to lose a bit of filling. I bet she has to roll up that back fat of hers and
push it under that stringy bit. Bet it doesn’t stay there though…..oh, no, I was wrong; it’s not a bed sheet. I
think it’s Geoff’s big flag he used when he was on that anti-Tesco march last week and he got all covered
in paint. That was a waste of time; already got an Aldi anyway.

Oh, Cathy’s out now. She’s taking that first lot in and putting out another wash! Her washing machine
works harder than that useless son-in-law of hers; seven months she’s had that bath in the garden. He
was only supposed to plumb in a new toilet for her, and look what happened. Penny says she’s seen her
washing at the kitchen sink! What if someone was to see her? I wouldn’t want to wash at our kitchen sink;
it’s too near the microwave – what if some sort of wave hit me, might give me a permanent tattoo or
something - oh, which, by the way, Michelle says she’s seen that Penny has one! Apparently, Michelle
saw Penny in her living room when Michelle happened to be dusting her front room curtain rail. She says
that Penny was bent over, picking up something or other I suppose, and she clearly saw a brown and red
marking on her lower back. She said it looked like a bar code from where she was.



She said she’d check what it was when they were at their next Zumba Gold together. They invited me to
that again you know; I don’t think it’s me. The thought of that Nigel from down the street, jiggling up and
down beside me in lycra turns my stomach. No, I’ll stick with a my trumpet and Bucks Fizz CD in the
living room, much more in keeping with a lady of my age and stage.

Oh, this is ridiculous, I’m going to have to put something on the line else I’ll lose my standing in this
street. Right, chuck me that t-shirt that’s on the floor near you, come on, that one that says “I love
Florida” on it – or is that too obvious – would I have really worn that? The weather’s not been too great –
throw me that cardigan too.  OK – I’ll take these jeans and I’ll get a few knickers out my drawer, those
nice new Marks and Sparks ones, and some socks maybe. Wait a minute though, if I’m just hanging out
my stuff maybe it’s too obvious that I’m just phoney pegging out….give me your pyjamas and I’ll put them
out too – don’t look like that – I’ll take your good underpants out too, the ones I make you wear when we
have your mother over. Do you know, your underwear is the first place that you should start if you want
to feel better about yourself? If you have good underwear then it shows you are taking care of yourself; I
read it in that magazine when I was at the hairdressers. Oh yes, and guess who was in there – Vivien –
Mrs “I don’t dye my hair it’s natural” – she was sitting there with foils in her hair, she visibly recoiled when
she saw me! I should think so too, the grief she gave poor Jackie when she had that mishap with the
home colouring kit. How was she to know that Hue of Anthracite was grey? Her eye sight’s poor at the
best of the time, poor bat, and the picture on the front definitely looked more blonde when she showed
me. Just ironic she ended up covering grey roots with an entire head of the stuff. Permanent too…. it’ll be
weeks till she comes to Curvy Coverings again.

Right, stop chatting at me will you, I have to get this stuff on the line. Throw that bath towel to me that you
left in here, again, last night – it will make people think I’m active.

Now, I’m going to try and hang this out as quickly as possible – both Penny and Cathy have gone in and
whilst I’m down I’ll put on the actual washing too. I’ll do another load tonight and hang it out when it gets
dark so I don’t get caught out tomorrow. Just pass me that last sock will you and I’ll – oh, wait, it’s raining
– I knew I was right not to peg out this morning. Oh dear! All their washing’s getting wet. Cathy’s not
noticed – Penny’s out, leaping about like a mad thing! Those knickers with the string thing are on the
ground, she’s not noticed, no, she’s just bending over to pick them up, and, John! - it’s not a bar code – it’s
a packet of French Fries!’

© Charlotte Chamberlain
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Join World Walking and explore our amazing world
as you walk to work, walk with friends or walk to
health.

World Walking offers a simple, free and fun way to help you keep active. It’s also your virtual ticket to some
of the greatest places on Earth.

Join the free community online https://worldwalking.org/



Contact Us

Wendy Quigley - 07850 577122
parish.clerk.woottonpc@gmail.com

Wootton Parish Clerk

Next Meeting

Welcome and Goodbye

We currently have two vacancies on Wootton
Parish Council for a Councillor to serve until May
2023.   If you have a willingness to represent the
views of the local community and drive to make
changes, then you could be who your Parish
Council is looking for.  You must be available to
attend meetings on the 1st Tuesday of every month
at 7:30pm.  Application forms are  available from the
website.

A full inspection has been completed and we are
delighted to be able to open this facility for all to
enjoy.  Please ensure you follow social distancing
rules.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on
Tuesday 1st September at 7:30pm at the
Wootton and Dry Sandford Community Centre or
via Zoom subject to Government Guidelines.  See
agenda on website or local Parish notice boards
from 27th August  for confirmation of location and
joining details.

https://woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk  fb.me/WoottonAbingdonPC

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Join Us!

Wootton Community Park
is now open!

It's with great pleasure we welcome Gwen Morgan to
Wootton Parish Council.   Gwen has worked with the
Parish Council for a number of years; she was
instrumental in the creation of Wootton Community
Park and contributed heavily to the Local
Neighbourhood plan.

Local groups can apply
online for grants from the
Parish Council 

We are also sad to say good bye to Chris
Westell who, after 27 years of service, on the
Parish Council has decided to enter retirement.
Thank you Chris for your contributions over the
many many years, you will be missed.

Peking University

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) are currently
reviewing cycling projects to be considered for the
additional money made available by the
Government to encourage cycling and walking
following the Covid-19 lockdown.     The criteria is
very strict but we have lobbied OCC to include the
Wootton-Abingdon Cycle path in their application.

Please complete the short questionnaire on our
website to help us prioritise   future road safety
campaigns.

Road Safety

Peking University HSBC Business School
(PHBS UK) are inviting local residents to
comment on their emerging proposals to
develop the campus at Foxcombe Hall.    The
Parish Council Planning Committee have
already met to discuss the available information
and have submitted preliminary feedback /
questions.  We will continue to monitor progress
carefully.

Visit www.phbs-consultation.com to view
details of the current proposals and to have your
say or email your feedback to the Clerk.



Your Parish Council

https://woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk  fb.me/WoottonAbingdonPC

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

While this is the last issue we will be producing of the Bulletin, your Parish Council will still remain working
hard to improve and maintain our beautiful Parish.     Please email us or attend one of our monthly
meetings to share the issues most important to you.

Mr Andrew Ludlow (Chair)
andrew.ludlow@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

As Chair is the defacto Chair/member of all
Committees unless otherwise stated. Community Park
& Open Spaces Committee (Chair), Finance & General
Purposes Committee (Chair), Personnel Committee
(Chair).

Mr Ian Bristow (Vice Chair) 
ian.bristow@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Planning Committee (Chair), Finance & General
Purposes Committee, Personnel Committee,
Emergency Planning Committee, Community Park &
Open Spaces Committee, Neighbourhood Plan Group,
Community Centre Observer.

Prof. Laurence Brockliss 
laurence.brockliss@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk 

Emergency Planning Committee (Chair),
Neighbourhood Plan Group (Chair), Planning
Committee, Community Centre Observer.

Mrs Sue Clifton 
sue.clifton@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Expressway Group, Footpaths & Bridleways Group, 
Road Safety Group, Community Park & Open Spaces
Committee

Mrs Frances Hawxwell
frances.hawxwell@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk 

Expressway Group (Chair), Footpaths & Bridleways
Group.

Mrs Vanessa Manning 
vanessa.manning@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk 

Planning Committee, Transport Group (Chair),
Emergency Planning Committee, Footpaths &
Bridleways Group, Road Safety Group.

Mrs Gwen Morgan 
gwen.morgan@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk 

Community Park & Open Spaces Committee.

Dr. Sarah Morris 
sarah.morris@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Road Safety Group (chair), Finance & General Purposes 
Committee.

Ms Val Shaw 
val.shaw@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Footpaths & Bridleways Group (Chair), Emergency
Planning Committee, Expressway Group,
Neighbourhood Plan Group

Mr John Werrell 
john.werrell@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk 

Finance & General Purposes Committee, Planning 
Committee, Road Safety Group.

Ms Wendy Quigley
parish.clerk@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Parish Clerk
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Wootton Cricket Pitch - NO DOGS
Wootton Parish Council would like to remind residents no dogs are permitted
in Wootton Community Park and Cricket Pitch.  This does not apply to
service animals or well behaved dogs accompanying owners to the
allotments.

We have recently become aware some residents have been using the cricket
club field to regularly exercise dogs, but for the safety and well being of
children who frequently use these spaces, we respectively ask you to find
alternative locations to do this.  

Please see our website for maps detailing local rights of way to identify
suitable alternative locations. https://woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk/
Thank you in advance for your co-operation

A local resident and devoted cat lover is
looking for a red or grey Tom cat kitten
to adopt. 

 If you have a kitten which needs a good
home please contact Cormac on
byrnesnight@gmail.com

Kitten Wanted

https://woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk  fb.me/WoottonAbingdonPC

Bin Stickers
Thank you to everyone who has
requested 30 mph bin stickers.

If you live on the main  from
Whitecross up to Henwood or on
Besselsleigh Road and would like
complimentary bin stickers please
contact the Clerk including your
address. 



Our sincere thanks to Gousto.co.uk for permission to amend and reproduce this recipe.

1 x Lemon (or 10ml of lemon juice)
5g of Chives
2 x 100g fish fillets (Cod, Haddock, Basa, any white fish)
2 x Carrots
30g Panko Breadcrumbs
75ml Mayonnaise
100g Tenderstem Broccoli
100g Fine Green Trimmed Beans
30g Waitrose Garlic & Rosemary Breadcrumbs/Crust
A couple of generous pinches of ground Cornish Sea Salt and Peppery (or just plain Salt and
Pepper)
50ml of cold-pressed rapeseed oil (or any vegetable oil)

If you fancy making a healthy  Fish  and Chips at home without deep-frying in batter then this is for
you.    You'll coat the top of your  fish  in a salty herby breadcrumb and oven-bake instead and create a
lemony mayo to dip your sliced-potato crispy chips. On the table in 40 minutes; no deep fat fryer required!

Ingredients (for 2 people, simply double for 4 people):

Preheat the oven to 220°C/ 200°C (fan)/ 425°F/ Gas 7.  Cut the potatoes (skins on) into thin potato
slices (slices, not chips seen to oven cook better from raw potato), then add them to a baking tray with
a generous drizzle of oil and a pinch of salt and Peppery.  Give everything a good mix up and put the
tray in the oven for 30-35 mins or until crisp.
Meanwhile, chop the chives finely.  Combine the chopped chives with the panko breadcrumbs, the
Garlic and Rosemary breadcrumbs, and a generous pinch of salt and Peppery in a bowl.  Add a
generous drizzle of oil and stir it together until all of the breadcrumbs are coated in the oil but it’s not
too oily.  It should not be a paste, but the breadcrumbs should be in clumps.  This is your herby
breadcrumb.
Add the Fish fillets to a separate baking tray and pat them dry with kitchen paper.  Top the fish evenly
with your herby breadcrumb and press it into the fish using the back of a spoon.  Put the tray in the
oven for 15-18 min or until golden and cooked through.
While the fish is cooking, combine the juice of 1/2 lemon with the mayonnaise in a small bowl.  Season
with a pinch of Sea Salt and Peppery – this is your lemony mayo.
 Cut 2 large pieces of tin foil and trim and lay your Fine Green beans,  Tenderstem Broccoli in the
middle of them.  Add 1 tbsp of cold water, a drizzle of oil and a generous pinch of Salt and Peppery and
scrunch the edges up to form a tightly sealed parcel.
Put the parcel on a baking tray and put the tray in the oven for 15-18mins or until cooked.  Note, these
will cook fine at the base of your oven as your other two shelves will be full.
 Alternatively, cook the veg in a pot following the instructions:  Boil a kettle.  Top, tail, peel and chop
the carrots into batons.  Add the carrot batons to a pot with plenty of boiling water over a high heat. 
 Once boiling, cook for 1 min.  Add the Tenderstem broccoli and trimmed green beans and cook for a
further 3-4 min or until tender with a bite.  Once done, drain the vegetables and return them to the pot. 
 Keep covered until serving.
Cut the remaining lemon into wedges.  Serve the breaded fish with the chips, vegetables and lemony
mayo to the side.  Garnish with a 1/4 lemon wedge and enjoy!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Feel Good Fish 'N' Chips
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Just for Fun

1.  How many Oxford colleges are there?

2.  The River Thames changes its name as it flows
through Oxford, what is that name?

3.  Name the famous polar explorer that took a jar of
Cooper’s Oxford Marmalade with him on his ill-fated
expedition.

4.  What is the name and location of the oldest
coffee shop in England?

5.  Name the oldest building in Oxford.

6.  Who is the inventor of the World Wide Web and
what is their connection to Oxford?

7.  When did the Great Western Railway open in
Oxford?  Why did the university object to the 1838
second proposal?

8.  What does hythe mean as in Hythe Bridge?

9.  Where will you find a tortoise named
Emmanuelle and what is special about her?

Emoji Quiz Oxford  Quiz 

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Guess the names of towns and villages in the
Vale of White Horse, based on the emoji clues.

provided by Vale of White Horse District Council

Provided by Felicity Lewington
Oxford City Tour Guide, oxfordguide@hotmail.co.uk

After a brief _____________, cops followed him to a
_____________ ,  where he reportedly _____________ in
the fry machine.

In _____________, a woman was charged with a
similar crime.  But rather than _____________ with a
_____________, she _____________  with a _____________
dog.

Either way, we imagine that after witnessing him
_____________ with a _____________ there are
probably a whole lot of ________________ that are
going to need some therapy.  

A _____________ in _____________ was arrested this
morning after he  _____________ in front of _____________. 
 _____________, had a history of  _____________, but no one -
not even his _____________- ever imagined he’d
_____________ with a _____________ stuck in his
_____________________ . 

“I always thought he was _____________, but I never
thought he’d do something like this.  Even his
_____________  was surprised”.

NOUN PLACE
VERB NOUN

 NAME VERB
NOUN

VERB NOUN
PART OF THE BODY

ADJECTIVE

RELATIVE

ACTIVITY
RESTAURANT ADJECTIVE

MONTH
VERB

NOUN VERB ADJECTIVE

VERB
PLURAL NOUN

NOUN



In order to obtain an Undergraduate degree with honours, most universities require students to complete
an individual research project, often called a Dissertation. This is usually within a subject area of interest
within one’s degree content. I studied a BA(Hons) in Secondary Physical Education. In my final year (this
year) I completed a 7000-word PA (Performance Analysis) piece of research, which involved a quantitative
approach to finding out the answers to my research quandaries surrounding netball umpiring decisions at
the 2019 Netball World Cup in Liverpool. My aims were to find out the frequencies of type of call/ decision
made, the location of the court they were on, and at what point in the match -period they arose, by umpires.
A secondary aim was to discover whether umpires made more or less decisions against the winning
team(s).
 
The underlying philosophy and personal reason for this subject area, was down to my enthusiasm for
netball officiating. I umpire local league matches, and have done so throughout my time at university, which
I thoroughly enjoy. I was intrigued to ascertain what the most frequent decisions were at elite level. I
pondered that these findings could be used to help umpire training protocols and aid the teaching and
development programmes already enforced. This piece of research was not only for my benefit, but also for
any persons interested in this field of research, or an umpire themselves who may have similar queries.
Therefore, the research finding could be interpreted by elite officials or local league grass roots level.

The entirety of my project fundamentally relied upon ethics, which were cleared without any hesitation by
the ethics board at university. This clearance was meaningless however, without some form of academic
justification into why the study should have taken place. Subsequently, I conducted a 2000 word literature
review, citing any other similar research by academics. This review provided the backbone for my study. It
aided me with the structure of my methodology and data collection, as well as my justifications for
completing the investigation and what I might find. This was a difficult task as there was limited research
available to cite from. Therefore when it came to my discussion of findings, I had vague verdicts to compare
my results to. As an alternative, I had to simply suggest what may have been the causes of my findings,
such as physiological implications e.g. fatigue; conscious and subconscious bias; crowd influence and the
home/ away advantage. All of which I critically analysed in my review of literature.

With others’ research to cite, I created my methodology. This included my data collection, whereby I
analysed 1528 calls (essentially blows of the whistle) made by internationally accredited umpires, noted
them on a netball court image, and categorised them into: location on the court (either the attacking, centre
or defensive third), type (major and minor, such as contact or footwork), the time of the call, and which team
violated the rule. With that, I could amalgamate the data and perform some complicated (in my eyes)
statistics tests to find the answers I wanted, such as the ‘Chi Squared test’.

After analysing the data collected with a somewhat complicated (if you had never used it before) piece of
statistical software, and putting all of my frequencies, percentages and standard residuals into tables, I
found that the most calls were made in the final quarters of the games (each game is made up of four 15
minute quarters), and in the last five minutes of each quarter. This was unsurprising to me, as we all know
how tense games can get towards the end – especially if it is close! Also, more decisions were made in the
last five minutes of each game.

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

Dissertation in Lockdown
by Emma Berry



The most calls were made in the defensive thirds (the team who made the infringements were in their
defensive third) and, major infringements were more common than minor (a major infringement is one that
involves two or more players such as contact and obstruction, whereas a minor one is in isolation, such as
footwork). 
I also found that, surprisingly, more decisions were made against the winning teams; which goes against
many views that an officials/ crowds will support the team that is winning. This was however argued in my
review of literature, because many variables (factors) can affect this, and I did not take them all into
consideration.
 
With these findings in mind, it has opened up a new strand of research areas, and potential for more studies
into comparing these findings with other levels of officiating such as grassroots and regional. Plus, the bold
statement regarding which team the umpires make more decisions against could provoke more research in
the future, as well as delving into the world of officiating, and the factors which may affect judgement and
decisions. 

Although it was a long and often laborious task, it was worth it in the end, the sense of achievement is
indescribable, and although it was one of the hardest pieces of work I have ever done, I did thoroughly enjoy
the whole process in a rather offbeat way. I essentially gained 30 university credits by watching hours upon
hours of elite netball matches, typing a lot of numbers into a statistical software package, and wrote about it
– whilst ensuring to keep referencing as I went along! Even in these unprecedented and uncertain times, I
still managed to complete my research and submit it – online, with a few hours to spare!

IMAGINE there is a Bank which credits your account each morning with £86,400. 

It carries over no balance from day to day; allows you to keep no cash balance, and every evening cancels
whatever part of the amount you had failed to use during the day. What would you do?  Draw every penny of
course.

Well, everyone has such a bank - it's name is TIME.   Every morning it credits you with 86,400 seconds.
Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever of this you have failed to invest to good purpose. It carries over no
balance. It allows no overdraft and each day it opens a new account for you. Each night it burns the remains
of the day. If you fail to use the days deposit, the loss is yours. There is no going back. There is no drawing
against the "tomorrow". You must live in the present on today's deposit. Invest it to get the utmost health,
happiness and success! The clock is running. Make the most of today. To realise the value of one year ask a
student who has failed a grade. To realise the value of a month ask a mother who has given birth to a
premature baby. To realise the value of a week ask an editor of a weekly newspaper. To realise the value of
one day ask a daily wage labourer who has children to feed. To realise the value of a minute ask a person
who has missed a train. To realise the value of a second ask a person who has missed an accident. To
realise the value of a milli -second ask the athlete who has won a sliver medal in the Olympics. Treasure
every moment you have. Treasure every moment you shared with someone special. Treasure the growing
up and growing old together. 

Remember that time waits for no one. Yesterday is history - Today is a gift - that is why it is called the
PRESENT.

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

The Value of Time
sent in by Anne,  Mannor Road



Young Carers in Lockdown
Changed times for everyone. Self-isolation. Shielding. Social distancing. 
What now is normal? 

For young carers in Oxfordshire pre-COVID-19, normal is the responsibility and stress of caring seven days a
week, many caring over 20 hours a week, the anxiety they feel about the person they care for - will they be
OK in the morning? - feeling left out, isolated unable to meet friends, ironing comes first or bathing their
brother, looking out for their Mum, weighing up whether to go to school or make sure Dad is safe. 

Ask a young carer about their life and they’ll probably say they get tired, they’re doing good, they’re learning
to do good things. What else should we expect? Caring for a family member is unconditional, you’d do the
same if you had to, wouldn’t you? The difference here is they’re children; they don’t get to do what other
children do; they don’t get the same parental attention, that goes on the sibling or parent with the health
condition. They don’t get time for themselves which impacts on their development and mental well being. 

Two thirds of the young carers the Oxfordshire charity Be Free Young Carers supports have identifiable
mental health issues linked directly to caring: stress, anxiety, isolation, depression. In Oxfordshire, it is
estimated there are 12,000 young carers (BBC 2018), on average two in every classroom, most living under
the radar of any specialist support. 

Begin to imagine then what it must be like for a young carer during these changed times. No school, no
school lunches, no socialising, no respite, trapped at home with the person(s) they care for, with the elder
brother with high functioning autism, with the parent with an addiction or disability. And of course there will be
children who are now, for the first time, caring for those suffering from COVID-19, no PPE for them, they just
do it. 

Especially at times like these we rightly look out for the vulnerable in society. Young carers have a mental
vulnerability they carry each day heightened by the danger of the virus. Recent estimates of vulnerable
children continuing with school during the lockdown show only 10% able to attend are doing so. 

During lockdown Be Free Young Carers has been in regular contact with families making sure they are
receiving the support they need, collaborating with other charities to distribute food to those families ‘at risk’,
shielding and unable to food shop has been providing volunteer based telephone befriending to young
carers. In the coming weeks we will make a range of online content available to young carers; it’s very
important that these vulnerable young people have the opportunity to express their concerns, find out how
others in similar situations are coping and, yes, perhaps make good friends. 

We know from feedback received from families that lockdown is proving very mentally challenging for many
young carers. Once we are through this isolation, once normal returns in some form, young carers will need
support and help to recover. Schools, which normally play such a vital role not only in identifying these young
people, referring to Be Free Young Carers, but also in providing effective in-school support will need to give
time to young carers to express their feelings, time to get the emotions back to normal. Outside school young
carers will need the specialist support Be Free Young Carers offers, talking with other young carers, having
fun, being a child. 

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk
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Seize the opportunity to visit the city when it is empty and quiet; no visitors from overseas, no school
groups, no students!

Oxford is an open air museum.  So often it is the places in our back yard that we take for granted.  We
shop, eat, visit for the cinema or theatre but never really look at the extraordinary buildings, or know very
much of the history surrounding us.  Look up you will see pinnacles, gargoyles, grotesques, towers,
spires, examples of Gothic architecture that inspired the film location scouts to use Oxford for some of
the famous Harry Potter scenes at Hogwarts.  Find Anthony Gormley’s statue of a man looking down the
Broad.  Find strange chalking on the walls of many buildings including inside M&S on Cornmarket St.
What do they signify? Find where Shakespeare stayed on the many visits he made to the city en route to
London.  Walk in the steps of Morse, Lewis and Endeavour.  Find out more about a little girl called Alice
who was immortalised in the books “Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass.”

The Oxford Guild of Tour Guides, the professional accredited city guides, is celebrating its 40th
anniversary this year. A walk with an informed friendly guide will open up the city and you will have lots of
“I didn’t know that moments!”

Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, and
 www.oxfordguildoftourguides.co.uk

Felicity Lewington is a tour guide and a resident in our Parish.   Join her for a fun  90 minute Christchurch
Meadow and River Thames walk or a Family city walk aimed at children. All government Covid-19 guide
lines followed. For more information email oxfordguide@hotmail.co.uk

Christmas Entertainment
Wootton and Dry Sandford Community Centre
Sunday 29th November 2020 

Switching on the Christmas Lights is an annual village ritual.  This year, in the afternoon before the event,
The Wootton Players supported by the Community Centre Executive Committee and the Parish Council
intend to put on a Christmas Entertainment for the local children in the Community Centre. 

Anyone, child or adult, who would like to be part of the show, especially budding singers and
 dancers, or help in any capacity, should contact Ruth Blackwell or Laurence Brockliss
 (ruthblackwellplaydough1991@gmail.com)(Laurence.brockliss@magd.ox.ac.uk).  

There is no need to be a member of The Wootton Players to take part.

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk

 Oxford as you have never seen it before!
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St Peter's Church Wootton
We hope you are keeping well.

Our church is now open again! It was lovely to see so many people back in church for our Sunday service. 
We do recognise, however, that a number of our congregation are still shielding and do not feel comfortable
about returning to church at present, whilst other members of our community find it difficult to attend church
at 10.00 on a Sunday morning. We have also been delighted to hear how valuable people have found our on-
line services. We have, therefore decided to continue our weekly online services alongside the services in
church. Our online services will retain their current format using mainly the same hymns, readings and
prayers as in church but in a shorter service with a different preacher. The services will be available via a link
from our home page: www.woottonchurch.co.uk or from the church facebook page
www.facebook.com/stpeterswootton.

Anyone who has walked past the church yard recently will probably have seen how wonderful and well
maintained it looks at the moment. We are incredibly grateful to our small group of volunteers who meet
between 10.00 and 12.00 every Tuesday to mow the grass and generally keep the church yard tidy. We are
looking for more volunteers, however, and if anyone is free for a couple of hours on a Tuesday morning
please pop along. You will be warmly welcomed. If you require any further information then please email
John Dixon at johnbarbara15@gmail.com 

Stay safe, take care and we hope to see you again soon back in church.
With every blessing.       
St Peter’s Church

Contact us: bulletin@woottonabingdon-pc.gov.uk
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38 colleges. However a new post graduate college will be opened in the autumn of 2020 called Reuben
College (billionaire brothers endow £80 million), thus making a total of 39.
It changes to the Isis.  It derives from the ancient name for the Thames, Tamesis (meaning dark water)
which in the Middle Ages was falsely assumed to be a combination of “Thame” and “Isis”.
 Robert Falcon Scott. 1868 to 1912, Royal Naval Officer who led two expeditions to Antarctic regions. 
The Grand Café on the High.  It is reputed to be the oldest coffee shop and is mentioned by Samuel Pepys. 
 A Jewish entrepreneur named Jacob established the coffee shop in 1650.
The Saxon tower of St Michael in Cornmarket St.  The tower was on the site of the north gate of the city
when Oxford was walled.  The church dates from 1000- 1050 while the tower dates from 1040.
 Tim Berners-Lee was a member of Queen’s College and studied Physics when he graduated with a first
class degree in 1976.  It could be argued the most important invention of the 20th century.
Great Weston Railway finally opened in June 1844.  It caused a huge stir with crowds gathering in Hinksey
Field and South Hinksey to watch in astonishment at the machine belching smoke and fire make its way
into the city.  The university had concerns about the easy access to London with “improper marriages and
other illegitimate connections!”  The Duke of Wellington Chancellor of the University was opposed to all
railways, as they might encourage “lower orders to move about” and was also worried about the influx of
people to Oxford visiting colleges as tourists and “loungers!”
Hythe is a Saxon word meaning wharf or landing place.
 Emmanuelle lives at Regents’s Park College.  She is reported to be 117 years old, one of Oxford’s oldest
residents!
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