April 2020

Community Bulletin
One small positive thought in the morning can change your whole day

Welcome
Welcome to the first issue of the Wootton Parish Community Bulletin. This bulletin is managed by a group
of local volunteers who want to help all residents participate in village life. We are fortunate to have people
from all backgrounds living in our community and we hope this Bulletin will help bring people together and
reduce feelings of isolation and loneliness which are growing during the current social distancing
measures. Please participate in this Bulletin by looking for a
Where possible we would appreciate
your contributions via email but if this is not possible please give us a call and a volunteer will arrange to
collect your offerings directly from you. This first issue will be a little different to usual but we hope we have
been able to give a flavour of what to expect in the coming weeks. If you are are able to help with the
delivery of this bulletin please do get in touch.

Community

Be a Star

In each edition we will be suggesting ways to interact
with the world around us by displaying messages of
support or pictures in your window for people passing
by see. A volunteer will try and photograph one or two
for every bulletin so we can see what's going on!

Being restricted to our houses does not prevent
us helping others. We will let you know of
volunteer opportunities which can be done at
home.

This weeks theme
is Teddy Bears
Picnic.

Contribute
Please send you contributions for the next edition to
WoottonBulletin@gmail.com by Saturday 2nd May.
Optional: Please include your first name and road
name to be included in the Bulletin
If you are unable to email, call 01865 590565 and
leave a message to arrange for your contribution to
be collected.
This bulletin is produced by Wootton Parish Council
to support residents during the Covid-19 pandemic.
We will continue while residents wish to contribute
and we have volunteers to help.

NHS Laundry Bags
We are looking for residents to make laundry
bags to enable NHS staff to place their uniform
into immediately after a shift to reduce
contamination in their own homes. Wash bags
should be approx 50 cm x 50 cm and have a
fastening (e.g. draw string). Please contact us
when you are ready and we will arrange delivery
to the local hospitals.

Let's Write
We are challenging you to
write and send in a 5 line
poem to be printed in the This weeks topic:
next edition of the bulletin. Summer is coming

Local Story
In each bulletin we will share a story from a local resident. The topic can be anything - it could be a short
fictional story you have written, an introduction to your specialist topic or an entry from a travel journal.
Please get in touch with your stories - limited to one page of A4 (including any photos).
The topic in this edition is a history of our parish taken from the work on the local neighbourhood plan.
The Parish of Wootton
The heritage of Wootton parish dates back to medieval times when it provided the fertile farming land
sandwiched between Abingdon; one of the oldest towns in Britain, and Oxford the City of Dreaming
Spires and the home of the oldest university in the English speaking world. The parish still performs the
same role to this day by supporting the Green Belt which prevents Oxford and Abingdon coalescing into
a single conurbation.
Wootton
Wootton is a thriving community with approx 1,200 dwellings and some 2,300 voters on the electoral roll.
It comprises a number of communities ranging from the large properties in Boars Hill, the old Wootton
Village around Wootton St Peter’s Church, the Sovereign Housing Association properties to the south
and west of the village centre, the current centre of the village around the Community Centre and village
shops, and the new developments in Manor Road and Deerhurst Park. The B4017 which links Cumnor to
Abingdon passes the centre of the village through the picturesque Lamborough Hill to Whitecross and
to the parish boundary with Sunningwell.
The Village of Wootton (an Anglo-Saxon word meaning the township in the wood) dates back nearly a
thousand years. During medieval times the land was owned by Abingdon Abbey and in the 14th Century
a chapel was built which was dependent on the mother-church in Cumnor. The Parish was dependent
on Cumnor until 1735 and in 1885 became a separate parish. During the 16th and 17th centuries it was a
prosperous agricultural community. During the 19th century many of the residents were poor agricultural
workers. In the nineteen twenties and thirties the village underwent an economic revolution with the
opening of Abingdon Airfield in 1932 and the development of the Amey Group and the Werrell hauliers in
Wootton and the car industry in Oxford. The village population grew rapidly, with the village becoming a
dormitory village for Oxford and housing RAF service families and workers at the airfield.
Boars Hill
The earliest known record of Boars Hill (or Boreshill) is from the 12th century. The greater part of Boars
Hill was historically a manor of the parish of Cumnor until the 19th century when the parish of Wootton
was formed. Until the late 19th century the hill was almost bare and had fine views - northwards to the
city of Oxford, southwards to the Downs and westwards to the upper Thames valley. At that time many
houses were built on Boars Hill, and the new residents planted trees and erected fences and walls;
within a few decades they had hidden the celebrated views from all but a few places. Housing tends to
be substantial and low density. Although the Boars Hill post-code covers a much larger area the
community tends to be located on the Ridgeway, Sandy Lane, Yarn Way and Old Boars Hill. It has its
own Boars Hill Association and publishes a regular newsletter. The Youlbury Scout Camp, which is
under development and expansion, is situated at the end of The Ridgeway. Until 2016 the Open
University had the ‘Open University in the South’ based at Foxcombe Hall on Boars Hill; this site was
recently sold to Peking University with funding from HSBC.

Just for Fun

Quiz

1. Who discovered penicillin?

This weeks theme is science

2. What is meteorology the study of?

Please send us you suggested
questions (and answers) for next weeks
theme 'nature'

3. Which planet is the hottest in the solar system?
4. What part of the atom has no electric charge?
5. Which natural disaster is measured with a Richter scale?
6. What is the symbol for potassium?
7. What animals are pearls found in?
8. Who was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize (in 1903)?
9. Which planet has the most gravity?
10. How many molecules of oxygen does ozone have?

VE Day
Singalong
Join your neighbours in marking
this special anniversary

VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations

STAY AT HOME
STREET PARTY!
Friday 8th May 2020 - 3pm
DECORATE YOUR HOUSE RED, WHITE AND
BLUE AND ENJOY A PICNIC IN YOUR FRONT
GARDEN
Commemorate the end of WW2 by celebrating with your
family, friends and neighbours!

Join the British Legion at 9pm on
Friday 8th May for a UK-wide rendition
of Vera Lynn's 'We'll Meet Again' to
mark the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.
This will form part of the VE coverage
shown on BBC One.
Join in by singing
We'll meet again
Don't know where
Don't know when
But I know we'll meet again
Some sunny day
Keep smiling through
Just like you always do
'Til the blue skies chase
Those dark clouds far away
And I will just say hello
To the folks that you know
Tell them you won't be long
They'll be happy to know
That, as I saw you go
You were singing this song
We'll meet again
Don't know where
Don't know when
But I know we'll meet again
Some sunny day

Self-Care
Wake Up Happy!
While there might seem little need in
setting an alarm, getting up and going
to bed at the same time every day
promotes better sleep which in turn
helps lift mood during the day.

And I will just say hello
To the folks that you know
Tell them you won't be long
They'll be happy to know
That, as I saw you go
You were singing this song
We'll meet again
Don't know where
Don't know when
But I know we'll meet again
Some sunny day

We are Open! Food and Pharmacy
Co-op
Besselsleigh
01865 730904

The Co-op are offering a delivery service for those identified as high
risk. Please call the store and ask for Mark Chapman, store manager,
or Terry Price (deputy). Alternatively email
store.023@midcounties.coop

Wootton + Pharmacy
Duncan Rand
MRPharmS MBA
01865 736136

Home delivery of beer, wine
and breads from Natural
Bread Company
https://lcbeers.co.uk/

https://www.addedingredients.co.uk
Reserve items via
info@addedingredients.co.uk
01235 547405

Open for takeaway & delivery
daily
from 5:30pm to 11pm
01235 537786
www.tiffinsabingdon.com

Hugomango’s are offering free curry
and rice to all NHS and emergency staff,
including delivery to some locations.
01235 531115 - https://hugomangos.co.uk/

One-stop Shop
Besselsleigh ~ 01865 735552
Wells Farmshop
Home delivery only
https://wellsfarmshop.com/
01235 535978

Takeaway service available
01865 735 131
www.foxinnboarshill.com

Call and collect service
01865 390390 - www.merrymiller.co.uk/

Phone to arrange
and confirm
availability.
01235 526966
www.dorindos.co.uk

We are Open - Services and Leisure
Masons Fabric and Craft Store
Home delivery available
01865 684828
https://hobby-island.co.uk/

Masons craft shop. If you need any ribbons, cake items,
embroidery threads, adia/linen, embroidery hoops, needles,
tapestry canvas, tapestry thread, card making or jewelry.
Please contact us via the details below.
Home Delivery only. Phone fabric / craft shop on 01235
527720, for Wool shop phone 01235 520107 and leave a
message with your name, number and what you require.

Online exercise classes
www.fitandhealthymumsuk.com
Home delivery available.
To order books call 01235 525880 or visit
www.mostly-books.co.uk.
Free delivery to Wootton with code 'local'

All emergency work completed including
boiler installs where needed.
Call Troy 07365 438305
www.trojanplumbingandheating.co.uk

Pedal Power Bikes

Offering advice to customers over the phone daily and
available for call outs on Tuesday and Thursday.
www.pest-force.co.uk/Oxford
Rob 07982 240313 or 01865 236 577

For new bikes, parts & accessories only; no
repairs. We will be adopting a one customer
in at any time policy. Open Mondays 12pm
to 3pm, Wednesdays 12pm to 3pm, Fridays
10am to 4pm
01235 525123 / pedalpowerabingdon.co.uk

AIH Home Maintenance
Fully qualified domestic electrician,
household plumbing and handyman.
aihhomemaintenance@gmail.com
07764 609095 / 01235 200613

Home Learning Packs available for all ages and abilities
At-cost printing for community groups responding to the
outbreak.
01235 202689
info@mayodigitalmedia.co.uk
www.mayodigitalmedia.co.uk
www.facebook.com/abingdonprint

Please email us know if you're a local business still offering services so
we can include you in the next edition

Here to Help
St Peter's Church Wootton
An update from St Peter’s Church.
As you will be aware, all Church of England services in the UK have unfortunately been suspended and
our churches closed for the foreseeable future due to the coronavirus epidemic. However, even though
our church may be closed and we currently do not have a vicar, the life of the church continues. Here at St
Peter’s we will be pre-recording a short service every week which will be available via a link from our home
page: www.woottonchurch.co.uk or on from the church facebook page
www.facebook.com/stpeterswootton Please do sing, listen and pray along with us.
We have also set up a St Peter’s Support Group if anyone needs help with anything - collecting shopping,
medicines, or just a chat on the phone. In the first instance please contact Mike Varnom on 07810 725477
or by email at mike.varnom@tiscali.co.uk who will arrange the appropriate support from known and
trusted members of our congregation, all of whom are DBS checked.
Finally, we would like to share with you a prayer about the Coronavirus written by Jemima Diffey, one of
the youngest members of our congregation:
Dear God Please help us to look after each other everyday and help us to care for, love and
support each other. Please give us all wisdom to make the right choices and decisions. We
pray for our doctors and nurses to look after each and every one of us as well as themselves.
We pray that a cure will soon be found. AMEN
Stay safe and healthy. With every blessing. St Peter’s Church

NEW
TELEPHONE SUPPORT SERVICE
FOR OLDER PEOPLE
A new telephone support service has been launched by Age
UK Oxfordshire, offering advice and assistance to older people
concerned during this time

Call 01865 411 288, leave your name and phone
number and you will get a call back as soon as
possible
Assistance includes a friendly, weekly call to see how you are
and to problem-solve if you are facing practical problems.

Wootton
Wootton
County Councillor District Councillor
Bob Johnston - 01865 730209
Val Shaw
bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk val.shaw@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Wootton Parish Clerk
Wendy Quigley - 07850 577122
parish.clerk.woottonpc@gmail.com

Abingdon Circle
Abingdon Circle has joined Ashton
Circle and HMR Circle to provide
everyday content to keep you
connected and entertained from the
comfort of your own home!
From knitting and reminiscing,
mindfulness and yoga, and anything
in between. Keep the boredom at bay
and stay connected!
07718 492958
www.facebook.com/
AbingdonCircle

Next meeting 5th May via Zoom, see agenda on
Parish Council website from 1st May for details.
www.woottondrysandfordshippon.co.uk/woottonparish-council/

Be who you want to be Quiz Answers
The benefits positive thinking can have on our mental
health are well known but it is not always easy to stay
in that mindset especially when faced with a situation
unfamiliar and out of our control. Have a think which
zone below you'd like to be in and if you're not there
already try to do one thing today to put you there.
FEAR ZONE:

I get mad easily

LEARNING ZONE: I recognise that we are all trying to
do our best
GROWTH ZONE: I keep a happy emotional state
and spread hope

Dingbats 32
1. Bury the hatchet
2. Green with envy
3. I only have eyes for
you
4. Loosing your marbles
5. A pair of pants
6. Face like thunder
7. A fly in the ointment
8. Many of the moment
9. Good for nothing
10. A cut above the rest
11. Time on your hands
12. Driven up the wall

Quiz
1. Alexander
Fleming
2. The weather
3. Venus
4. Neuton
5. Earthquakes
6. K
7. Oysters
8. Marie Curie
9. Jupiter
10. 3

