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Joint St Helen Without and Wootton Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Minutes of the Steering Group (SG) Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 21 Novemberat 7.00pm 

Wootton and Dry Sandford Community Centre, Wootton 
 

Present:  Carole Page (CP), Chair, Jan Banfield (JB), Kate Zarnecki (KZ), Dennis Walton (DW),  
Cllr Laurence Brockliss (LB), Cllr Philip Painting (PP) 
 
Members of Public in Attendance:  Cllr Mick Page (MP), Cllr Vicki Talbot (VT), Cllr Caroline 
Parkin (CP), Cllr Ian Bristow (IB) 
 
1 Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were accepted from Rose Osborne, John Ashton, Cllr Richard Bahu, Andrew Lane 
 
2. Declarations of Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests (PorPI) 
 
No declarations were made other than those previously declared. 
 
3 Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
There was one alteration to make at item 9 – delete the words Dry Sandford so that it reads 
Wootton Parish Council. 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed by CP.  
 
4 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
 
P1 – Cllr Page confirmed that he had written to Ian Kemp/David Reed. 
 
P2 – Article was completed by RB. 
 
Action:  CP to check whether the material was sent to Ian Bristow so that the website can 
be populated. 
 
GDPR – CP referred to the advice received – Once the NP is made, the SG will need to retain 
all consultation information for a maximum of 6 years. Hard copy questionnaires will need 
to be kept securely for 6 months and then destroyed as set out in the questionnaire.  Any 
files and e mails retained by SG members are to be copied to the Google Drive and kept by 
the data controller (IB).   
Action:  The Parish Clerks’ e mails are also to be copied to the Google Drive.   
 
All other SG members were asked to copy e mails to the Google Drive. 
 
5Matters Raised by Members of the Public 
 
There were no matters raised by members of the public. 
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6Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 
Reg 16 submission public consultation ended on 16 November 2018. 
Feedback was received from OCC – they had commented that, in their view, the plan was 
not in compliance with emerging LPP2 although the advice received by the SG is that the NP 
is compliant. 
A debate took place as to whether the SG should respond to the comments from the 
OCC.Our NP is ‘in front’ of David Reed, the Independent Inspector for LPP2 and the VWHDC 
have been asked to consider making some changes their plan by the Inspector.  
When the NP examination takes place, the SG will have a chance to respond toall of the 
comments received with the nominated examiner. 
The examiner has not yet been identified and at this stage it is not known whether the 
examination will be by way of a public hearing or paper based.  Our preference would be 
paper based. It will be at the point of this examination that the SG would have an 
opportunity to respond in writing and it may be better for the SG to raise all issues at that 
point. 
Thus far the SG has refrained from writing to individual parties (OCC and VWHDC) regarding 
the feedback received.   
It was agreed that the SG will wait to respond to all comments as part of the NP Examination 
process. 
Action:  A Maxted has not sent a link for the SG to use with regard to any comments.  
MP will chase VWHDC. 
 
As part of the consultation it was noted that a comment had been received from a local 
resident who had suggested that a hard copy of the NP be made available for every address.  
This has been discussed at previous meetings and not progressed as it would be cost 
prohibitive. Members ofthe SG reiterated their willingness to discuss the NP with residents. 
 
The SG will look at whether a mini version of the NP could be produced prior to the 
referendum takes place.  Radley published a shortened version of their plan and CP will try  
and get a copy of thatleaflet. 
 
7   LPP2 Update 
 
Discussion took place regarding David Reed’s letter of 30 October relating to LPP2. 
Two of the local green spaces will not be taken out of the green belt which is good news. 
These are Dalton Barracks Playing Fields and an area behind Starveall Farm, Whitecross. 
At the recent Cabinet meeting the VWHDC discussed their response following the letter  
fromthe Inspector (David Reed). 
Four SG members attended this meeting.  It was felt that the best outcome was obtainedi.e 
a restriction on 1200 housesto be built on the airfield. It was noted that that the  
preferred area for development may be at the Shippon end of the area.  
 
During the Cabinet meeting information was given to say that the VWHDChad submitted a  
bid under the Garden Community Programme. It was suggested, by a member of the  
Cabinet, that consultation hadtaken place with key community groups. 
No consultation had taken place. It was noted that the Vale had indicated that they were  
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awaiting a response from us on the bid form. 
It may be that VWHDC have taken the opportunity to submit a speculative bid in the hope  
that they maybe able to secure some funding from central Government and would  
complete theconsultation if successful 
 
It was felt by some members of the SG that we should formally challenge this assertion. 
 
CP stated that she had received a copy of the bid, submitted on 9 November, via Catherine 
Webber District Councillor. CP had emailed VWHDC seeking clarification regarding the bid  
and asked formore information.  As yet CP had notreceived a response. 
 
The main contentious point in the bid was the reference to a Garden Community. 
This may have been supported by the NPSG, however the VWHDC had indicated their 
preference for a ‘ Transformational Garden Community ‘ which is completely different from  
the principles outlined and evidenced in our NP.   
 
JB was asked if she would draft a letter, for comment by SG members which when finalised 
would be sent to the new Ministry of Housing, Local Government and Communities 
regarding theexclusion of any consultation and theinsinuation/named in the application 
that thedocument is supported by the SG. 
Action:  JB agreed to draft a response and circulate for comment. 
 
The parish council(s) representatives, present at the SG meeting, also raised concerns with  
theInformationrecorded in the bid application, including lack of communication with  
them. They will decide on any course of action once the parish councils have met  
to discuss. 
 
The SG discussed the VWHDC response to the Inspector re  1200 houses to 2031 – the 
proposed boundary area has also been amended. 
It is hoped that the LPP2 Inspector is aware of the inconsistencies in Part 1 and Part 2 of the 
local plan relating to the protection of current settlements and buffers as detailed in the NP. 
David Reed has indicated that he is likely to be asking for further modifications to the draft  
LPP2. Until these are known we will not know the details re buffer zone/ settlement  
separation. 
 
8 Next Steps/Timeline 
 
23 November is the deadline for expressions of interest, to have been received by the 
VWHDC, from independent examiners for the NP. 
A shortlist will then be sent to the SG so that we can nominate any preference (this will be 
done in conjunction with advice from Nigel McGurk). 
 
On 23 November, JB confirmed she would be attending the public examination of the 
Oxford to Cambridge Express Way. 
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9 Communications and Media 
 
There will be no WADS newsletter published in January 2019.  It was agreed that the two 
parishes would produce a short information document regarding the NP and LPP2 which can 
be circulated to all residents. This may include details of the NP process. 
 
LB suggested that an ‘advert’ be placed into the pantomime programme publicising the NP 
and giving information as to the process and timeline. 
Action: LB to provide relevant information re programme 
 
In order for the NP to be made, 50% of the people who vote need to agree with the NP. 
 
CP stated that Marcham are considering developing their own Neighbourhood Plan and 
have been recommended to approach us for help/advice. 
 
10 Any Other Business 
 
JB referred to her book proposal that has been accepted by Routledge and the draft she is 
working on.  The final draft will be sent to CP for her to review and comment upon before 
the final submission to the publishers in April 2019.  Parish Councillors will also be able to 
see the draft should they wish. 
 
CP indicated that the SG would revisit possible meetings with Natural England and CPRE 
once the plan is made. 
 
Action; JB to provide a report on the Oxford - Cambridge Expressway public meeting on 
12th December. 
 
Next Meeting – 12 December 2018 WADS – 7pm 
 
Dates for 2019: 
9 January, 23 January, 13 February, 6 March, 27 March, 17 April, 8 May, 29 May. 


