Joint St Helen Without and Wootton Neighbourhood Plan
Minutes of the Steering Group (SG) Meeting
Held on Wednesday 30 August 2017 at 7.00pm
WADS Room 1, Wootton
Present: Carole Page (CP), Chair, Janet Banfield (JB), Vice Chair, Cllr Vicky Talbot (VT),
George Edmonds-Brown (GE-B), Cllr Mark Fysh (MF), Cllr Caroline Parkin (CPa), Richard Bahu
(RB), John Ashton (JA), Rose Osborne (RO), Kate Aydin (KA), Cllr Ian Bristow (IB), Sam Tanley
(ST) VWHDC, Andrew Maxted (AM) VWHDC
Members of Public in Attendance: there were none in attendance.
CP welcomed all attendees to the meeting.
CP informed the SG that David Churchouse had resigned from the SG.
On behalf of the SG, CP thanked JB, RB and GE-B for their work since the last meeting and
for the production of the documents for this meeting.
1

Apologies for absence

Cllr Val Shaw, Phil Painting, Janine Elliott, Andrew Lane.
2

Declarations of Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests (PorPI)

No declarations were made other than those previously declared at previous meetings.
JB updated VWHDC representatives of the work with Oxford Brookes and the academic
interests as per the document circulated with the agenda.
3

Minutes of Last Meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed by attendees and were signed by the Chair. JB
was thanked for chairing the last meeting.
4

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes

Actions on page 1 – complete
Website action – this would be checked to ensure it had been updated.
Budget action – this would be discussed later in the meeting. GE-B confirmed that £2.5k
had been received today from the VWHDC, but would seek confirmation as to whether
another £2.5k would be received as two parishes are involved. This would be checked.
VWHDC confirmed that applications for additional funding could be made from the locality
money grant scheme.
New volunteers action – this is being progressed by GE-B. An article seeking further
volunteers had been placed in the local newsletter which is being circulated today.
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Templates action – completed.
It was confirmed that WADs would have a stall at the forthcoming craft fare as discussed at
the last meeting.
Timeline – this had been amended as circulated with the agenda for this meeting.
Comments about the questionnaire had been received and work was ongoing to develop
the same.
Voice Recorders – these had now been purchased.
5

Matters Raised by Members of the Public

No members of the public were present at the meeting.
6

VWHDC Discussion

The SG sought guidance about the topics to be covered and questions for the questionnaire
in order to prevent focus group discussions being contradictory to the forthcoming LPP2
consultation.
AM asked whether it was certain as to where the questionnaire would be circulated and the
timeframe for publication.
SG outlined their intention that the questionnaire would not be rushed, to conduct
engagement with focus groups in order to inform the types of questions and themes to be
put into the questionnaire. To base the questionnaire on the current body of evidence
gathered from the community concerns, consultations and mini survey which was already
available. To use the focus groups to look into detail at the emerging themes.
It was agreed that this item would discussed with LR at the meeting on 31 August.
It was suggested that the SG could speak with VWHDC in more detail once the LPP2 is
published for consultation.
Discussion took place around the time for the SG and parish councils to be involved in
discussions with VWHDC with regard to building around Dalton Barracks in order to progress
the NP for the local community.
The timetable of the consultation of LPP2 was discussed:
Publication of the intended plan will be in October. The plan will then be submitted to the
Government Committee at the end of February 2018.
It was confirmed that the VWHDC meetings planned to discuss the LPP2 are public and
Parish Council will be invited to the planned briefing on 19 September. It may be that NP
representatives could also attend the briefing.
The point was made – it is difficult for the Infrastructure and Development Sub Groups to
progress any focus group work when no detail is forthcoming form the VWHDC especially
with regard to any perspective development of Dalton Barracks.
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It was confirmed that papers will be circulated to attendees prior to the briefing on 19
September re the LPP2 consultation and could be used to inform the work of the Sub
Groups in progressing their work with focus groups during September.
Confirmation of the consultation process was requested – how much weight do comments
carry. It was confirmed that a consultation statement will be included in the papers for
briefing. That statement will include the comments made by the VWHDC to comments
received on the consultation.
Discussion took place regarding the area on the map including Dalton Barracks and whether
this covered the brown field site or the whole of Dalton Barracks. It was confirmed that the
area in discussion is as per the map already published for future development by the
VWHDC in March 2017 – however this may be updated prior to the October 2017
consultation period.
Discussion took place with regard to the need for the SG to be careful of the wording used
relating to Dalton Barracks now that the area will be visible to members of the community
and focus groups as their understanding of the area in question may well be different to
that of the SG. VWHDC indicated that it would be open for the SG to suggest a possible
name change of the site.
A question was asked of VWHDC – would the Council consider an expressway?
Response – this would be a matter for Central Government as this would be a national
project. There are high levels of strategic topics being considered far into the future,
however no detail is known as yet of these.
The Better Defence Estate sites (as identified by the MOD) report will be updated and
published by the MOD later this year. The VWHDC will need to demonstrate its
deliverability with regard to future development plans.
It will be possible for the SG to be involved with the VWHDC to look at the deliverability.
The VWHDC would also be able to assist the Sub Groups in due course and attend key
meetings to discuss identified issues and themes. It was confirmed that the VWHDC would
be able to identify experts who could assist the Sub Groups.
Question – it is understood that the NP has no power to allocate strategic sites but the
VWHDC could allocate all development without consideration of the NP. The SG would be
grateful for detail of how they can be involved with the VWHDC to take steps to ensure the
NP is complimentary to the development of the allocated area regarding Dalton Barracks.
It was suggested by the VWHDC that a meeting takes place once the LPP2 has been
published for consultation to discuss how best the two parties can work together.
It was agreed that once publication takes place this will assist with the direction of the SG’s
work with regard to Dalton Barracks and the surrounding community.
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The SG sought reassurance that it was worth continuing with the development of the NP
and that it would be used by the VWHDC and that the information will have some influence
with regard to the future development of the site.
It was confirmed that any NP adopted will be used by VWHDC to inform future planning and
will be taken into account in the Development Framework.
Question – if the NP and Parish Councils have significant comments, would the document be
amended before it is submitted to the Government Committee by VWHDC?
Discussion took place regarding the real influence it would have. It is evident that the SG is
very passionate, hence the discussion around whether the VWHDC will take notice of
comments expressed before the final decision is made by them. The SG would like to be
more involved especially in regard to Dalton Barracks.
7

Budget Build

The SG was referred to the document circulated with the agenda and GE-B highlighted the
following:
Global budget of total spend - £19k including grants of £2.5k from the VWHDC and £9k from
My Community funding.
Three main areas of spend had been identified:
Technical assistance – at present it is not known what this will encompass. The SG can apply
for funding when details are known e.g. Examiner, wildlife studies etc.
IT and Social media – SG to decide how social media can be used – specific costings will be
needed in order to apply for funding.
Events – e.g. Volunteer group to be set up to pilot the questionnaire, launch of the
questionnaire. Precise costings will be needed in order to apply for funding.
Discussion took place with regard to using heritage assessments, traffic modelling,
specialized consultancy for difficult to motivate groups including businesses/landowners,
identification of key stakeholders both inside and outside of the designated area. It was
confirmed that the VWHDC may be able to assist with this which will reduce costs. LR would
be able to supply contacts. There is also information available with regard to traffic
modelling, public transport both from VWHDC and OCC.
VWHDC indicated that separate applications for funding can be made as long as the £9k
total is not exceeded.
There is information available via OCC regarding heritage and will be published by the
developers. This will be on the website. This information can be put into the NP and a
conservation officer form the VWHDC could assist/advise the SG with this work.
Technical evidence will be published in October and could be accessed by the SG.
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As time passes the VWHDC will be able to work with the SG to look at priority areas in order
to develop the NP and policies. Data from existing studies can also be used to inform the
NP.
It was noted that public engagement via the questionnaire and focus groups will go some
way to identify themes and the SG would be able to look for assistance in this regard.
Technical Assistance - SG made a recommendation that £5k budget be allocated for
arranging consultancy services from CFO, for example, to assist with the development of the
questionnaire. This would be raised at the next JMC meeting.
It was confirmed that all bids for funding need to be made by 31 January 2018.
The meeting on 31 August with LR would discuss youth engagement and the work that
had been done in the ‘Hanneys’ to see if the same could be undertaken in WADS.
8

Sub Groups Update

Environment and Conservation – MF – the following had been discussed:
Green belt appertaining to Shippon and Whitecross.
Wildlife work carried out by Andrew Lee re green corridors.
Flooding and drainage, water extraction
Recognition of distinct communities
Conservation areas and protecting the heritage of the area
Pollution and air quality
MF confirmed the notes of the meeting would be sent to RB for evidence.
Infrastructure – the first meeting takes place on 31 August.
With regard to local green space evidence – W Sparling would be able to assist KA.
Development – JB – the SG was referred to the notes of the meeting circulated with the
agenda. The following was highlighted:
Questions will be drafted for the questionnaire. Issues that will be considered by the group
– garden city, heritage assets to protect, meeting local housing needs and design to tailor to
own locality.
The sustainability assessment including social and economic aspects would probably be
needed to inform the NP. VWHDC confirmed that a sustainability appraisal will be
completed as it is a legal requirement and this document will be published as part of the
consultation – this could assist the SG’s work. If an assessment is to be completed for the
NP a funding bid could be put in for this under the consultancy budget head.
9.

Public Engagement and Questionnaire

Discussions earlier in this meeting were referred to. It was agreed SG members could
attend local groups that are already meeting, use the stall and hold conversations with
people. Any emerging themes can then be raised with the focus groups.
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The SG agreed that the questionnaire should be put on hold for the time being until the
consultation begins and some focus groups have met.
An interactive Statement of Community to be developed. This would be discussed with LR
at the meeting on 31 August.
CP agreed to make contact with Derek Kelso at Dalton Barracks to widen engagement
with the Dalton Barracks community.
GE-B agreed to take the lead and find out dates and times of local events/meetings for SG
members to attend and talk about the NP etc. These will be circulated to the SG next
week so that as many members as possible can attend.
Note was made that if Royal Mail are used to circulate the questionnaire a request should
be made for this to be done on a day when no other publications are circulated by them to
ensure the document is seen by residents and not simply discarded as ‘junk’ mail.
Use Facebook to market the questionnaire and NP – this may be a way to attract young
people involvement. An event could also be organized aimed at young people to outline the
work of the SG and the NP etc.
Development of a lines to take document outlining themes – this can then be used by SG
members when discussions take place with local meetings/events.
10.

Project Plan Timeline

The project plan had now been submitted to Will Sparling at VWHDC.
The vision which had been drafted and circulated with the agenda will be submitted to My
Community in due course.
The SG agreed the current version of the vision but noted that the wording may change
once focus groups had met.
11

Meeting Dates for 2018

It was agreed that the SG would continue to meet every three weeks in 2018.
Sub group meeting dates would be diarized and circulated by the leads.
GE-B agreed that he would book the meeting room at WADS for the dates.
12

Comms and Media

This had been discussed earlier in the meeting.
13
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The open meetings would be taking place on the following dates:
20 September 2017 at 7pm
22 September 2017 at 10.30am
27 September 2017 at 7pm
Venues for the meetings are available via the VWHDC website.
14

Any Other Business

JA referred to a meeting he had arranged with a current planning examiner on 18 October
2017. The meeting will take place at WADS and it will be an opportunity for SG to discuss
the planning process and ask questions.
Co-opting additional members to the SG – as per the ToRs the Parish Councilors on the SG
had agreed that Barry West should be co-opted. Contact will be made with Barry in this
regard.
Apologies for the next meeting were received from RB, CP.
13

Next Meeting – 20 September 2017, Shippon – 7pm

The meeting concluded 9.00 pm
NOTE: Dates of future Steering Committee meetings for 2017:
30 August, 20 September, 11 October, 1 November, 22 November, 13 December.
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