
 
 

1  2nd January 2019 
 

Joint St Helen Without and Wootton Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Minutes of the Steering Group (SG) Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 12 December 2018 at 7.00pm 

Wootton and Dry Sandford Community Centre, Wootton 
 

Present:  Carole Page (CP), Chair, Jan Banfield (JB), Dennis Walton (DW), Cllr Laurence 
Brockliss (LB), Cllr Philip Painting (PP), Rose Osborne (RO), John Ashton (JA), Cllr Richard 
Bahu (RB) 
 
Members of Public in Attendance:  Cllr Mick Page (MP) 
 
1 Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were accepted from Kate Zarnecki, Andrew Lane 
 
LB confirmed he would need to leave the meeting at approx7.30pm. 
 
2. Declarations of Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests (PorPI) 
 
No declarations were made other than those previously declared. 
 
3 Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
There was one alteration to make at  page 4, item 10 – AOB – JB asked for the following to 
be added for clarity – ‘Anyone from the SG for NP can see draft text’. 
CP agreed to make the amendment. 
 
4 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
 
CP stated that she had been contacted by the Wootton Parish Clerk, Wendy Quigley, to 
assist in the preparation of an up to date budget. 
 
P2, item 6 – it was confirmed that comments had been received from A Maxted, VWHDC. 
 
P3 – item 7 – JB had drafted the response to Ministry of Housing Local Government and 
Communitiesand circulated to all SG members for comments.  The final document had been 
submitted and JB confirmed she had received an acknowledgement of receipt. 
 
MP commented that a letter will be written by SHWPC in support of the SG submission. *  
 
Action:  It was confirmed that the final version of the letter written by the SG had not 
been copied to VWHDC or PCs.  However this will be done by JB. 
 
Action:  CP to check whether the material was sent to Ian Bristow so that the website can 
be populated. 
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*Following a discussion it was agreed that the letter written by the SG would be annexed to 
the letter SHWPC will be sending. 
 
C/F action - P4 – ‘Advert’ Pantomime Programme – LB would send the programme contact 
details to RB so that the details can be sent to Brian Miller. 
 
P4 – Oxford-Cambridge Expressway Public Meeting – LB and JB attended the two public 
meetings and gave the following feedback: 
The meetings comprised a series of information boards detailing timescales of the project.  
The events appeared to be information gathering sessions.  No decisions would be made 
regarding routes.  No costings for the project had yet taken place. 
It would appear that public consultation will take place during 2020.  Stakeholder 
consultation would continue in 2019. 
There was a lot of information available at the events.  On the maps it was clear that the 
Dalton Barracks site was sectioned off and it was noted that that particular area would not 
be part of the project. 
It would appear that local roads/routes would not be improved as part of this project as it is 
expected the new roads would reduce the pressure on local roads/routes. 
The project team did not seem to understand that there is more to heritage than just 
buildings. 
They seemed keen to listen to views and made notes of comments from members of the 
public attending the events. 
There was disappointment that the people running the event did not appear to be aware of 
the wider issues impacting on the NP area. 
 
5Matters Raised by Members of the Public 
 
There were no matters raised by members of the public other than discussions that took 
place during the agenda items. 
 
6Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 
CP referred to the 4 potential NP Examiners’ details sent by VWHDC. 
The details had also been circulated to the SG and both PCs by e mail prior to this meeting. 
Nigel McGurk had already given his views on the 4 candidates. The SG agreed that Andrew 
Ashcroft was their preferred candidate.  
CP had been informed that the VWHDC were going to write to Mr Ashcroft confirming his  
appointment. He had previously informed the Vale that he would be able to start  
immediately. Once he has accepted the role the VWHDC will then send him all the 
relevant documents for his review. 
 
As per the timetable, the SG then expects Mr Ashcroft to write to us outlining his  
Initial thoughtsand items for clarification. Radley Parish Council advised that they were  
given 21 days torespond by the NP Examiner, following his initial communication to them. 
 
It is then believed that the Examiner will decide whether the examination will be paper  
based or by way of a public hearing. 
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It was reiterated that once the NP is at referendum stage, the SG and PCs will not be able to 
canvass in the community to secure a positive vote. 
In Radley a community group came together to publicise the NP andReferendum. Radley  
Parish Council have shared their information that was circulated. 
This will be discussedata future meeting. 
 
Although the Examiner will be contracted by VWHDChe will be carrying out the role of 
NP examination independently. 
The criteria by which he judges the NP is very prescriptive as per the criteria published on  
the government website. 
 
 
7   LPP2 Update 
 
The SG discussed the letter from Mr David Reed (LPP2 Inspector) to VWHDC, dated 27 
November, outlining suggested further modifications to LPP2. 
It was noted that the transport and air quality information is awaited by the Inspector from 
VWHDC. 
As there will be modifications to LPP2 , a further 6 week public consultation will need to 
take place. 
 
CP discussed the issue of the buffer zone and separation between Shippon and the new 
development using the Garden Village principles. This is different to the proposals in the 
amended LPP2 which does not include such a buffer zone. 
 
From LPP2, it would also appear that the definitions of Garden Community and Garden 
Village principles are neither clear or explicit. 
 
The letter of 27 November is not clear with regard to the settlement on the Dalton Barracks 
area/green belt boundary and appears to conflict with the Inspector’s first letter. 
 
It was noted by the SG that the PCs were both disappointed that they had not been made 
aware, by the VWHDC, of this letter and its contents. 
 
The SG discussed, in view of the fact the Inspector is not inviting comments or responses to 
his letter, whether it would be better to wait for the next iteration of LPP2 prior to any 
feedback to the public consultation or speak with the office (Ian Kemp) of the Inspector to 
seek clarification as to his comments. 
 
Action:  It was agreed by the SG that CP would contact Ian Kemp and discuss the concerns 
raised. 
 
Action: RB to circulate the link to the LPP2 section on the VWHDC website. 
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8 Next Steps/Timeline 
 
It is envisaged the LPP2 changes will require a further 6 week consultation period – February 
2019. 
MP referred to a meeting he attended where the leader of the council was assured, by the 
council officers, that they were on course for LPP2 to be finalised by 31 March 2019. 
Although it is expected that the plan will be adopted by the end of February 2019. 
 
It is probable that the NP could be ‘made’ by the end of March 2019. 
 
9 Communications and Media 
 
There will be no WADS newsletters in January 2019.   
SHWPC are looking at producing a parish newsletter. At present it is not known whether 
Wootton PC intend to do a similar exercise.  This publication could be used to provide an 
update about LPP2 progress, and to inform on the progress of the NP and outline the 
examination and referendum process. 
 
RB confirmed he would write an article by 15 January for the WADS newsletter. 
He would also check with LB to see if Wootton PC would be publishing a parish 
newsletter. 
 
MP confirmed that SHWPC had made enquiries with Royal Mail re delivery of their 
newsletter to all parish residents.   
 
10 Any Other Business 
 
SHWPC had indicated that they would be prepared to fund Nigel McGurk’s attendance at 
any public examination. JA stated that Nigel McGurk is available to help and advise the SG 
upon request but would need as much notice as possible. 
 
CP thanked all SG members of their help and support during 2018. 
 
Next Meeting – 9 January 2019 - WADS – 7pm 
 
Dates for 2019: 
23 January, 13 February, 6 March, 27 March, 17 April, 8 May, 29 May. 


